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April 29, 2025 

To: Central Intelligence Agency 
Attn: Information and Privacy Coordinator 
Washington, D.C. 20505 
Sent by FAX – (703) 613-3007  
 

Subject: FOIA Request for Records Related to the Jonestown Massacre, Associated Individuals, 
and Places (1960-1990) 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This FOIA request seeks comprehensive disclosure of CIA records related to the 1978 Jonestown 
tragedy that resulted in 914 American civilian deaths. The request covers: 

1. Records of CIA knowledge and involvement in Jonestown 

2. Information on key individuals including Jim Jones, Richard Dwyer, and Congressman 
Leo Ryan 

3. Records related to the aftermath, recovery efforts, and potential cover-up 

4. Prior Agency responses to related FOIA requests 

Given the historical significance, involvement of a U.S. Congressman's death, and substantial 
public interest, we request expedited processing, a fee waiver, and ongoing interim releases as 
responsive documents are processed. 

Dear Information and Privacy Coordinator: 

We are submitting this request under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552. I, 
Lisa Weingarten Richards, Esq., am acting as legal counsel for Thomas Richards, who has 
conducted extensive independent research on the Jonestown massacre and similar issues for over 
25 years. Mr. Richards is the researcher behind this request, and all substantive content and 
research questions originate from his work. As his legal representative, I am seeking to obtain 
records held by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) related to the Jonestown massacre of 
November 18, 1978, in Guyana, as well as associated individuals, entities, and places. This 



request aims to uncover the truth about this tragedy, which resulted in the deaths of 914 
individuals, including approximately 304 children, and to bring dignity and justice to the victims 
and their families. 

Mr. Richards' research findings and methodology can be found at SpirituallySmart.com, which 
serves as a repository of crucial information. This FOIA request seeks to supplement his existing 
public record on Jonestown with government documents not yet available to researchers and the 
public. His extensive work has identified specific areas where additional government records 
would significantly enhance public understanding of this historical event. 

Requested Records 

The following requests are based on Mr. Richards' systematic 25-year analysis of publicly 
available documents, contemporaneous news reports, previously released government records, 
and independent research. His work has identified specific gaps in the public record and areas 
where government documentation is likely to exist but has not yet been made accessible. These 
targeted requests reflect patterns of government activity and involvement documented through 
existing sources, rather than mere speculation. Each category of records sought represents a 
documented aspect of the Jonestown story that requires additional primary source verification 
from government archives. 

We request the following records, including but not limited to documents, reports, memoranda, 
correspondence, audio recordings, photographs, and any other materials in the CIA's possession, 
whether classified or unclassified. For all categories below, please include any cross-reference 
files, "see references," index entries, search slips, and any other finding aids related to these 
subjects. Please note that some of these records may be filed under various code names, 
pseudonyms, or project identifiers unknown to the requestor. 

1. Records Related to the Jonestown Massacre (January 1, 1974 - December 31, 1985): 

a) All CIA files, reports, and communications regarding the Peoples Temple Agricultural Project 
(commonly known as Jonestown) in Guyana, from its establishment in 1974 through the 
aftermath of the massacre on November 18, 1978, and subsequent investigations through 
December 31, 1985. 

b) Any records of CIA involvement in Jonestown, including but not limited to surveillance 
operations (both electronic and human intelligence), intelligence gathering, operational planning, 
or coordination with other agencies (e.g., U.S. State Department, U.S. military, Guyanese 
government) regarding the Peoples Temple during this period. 

c) All records related to any CIA communications sent or received between November 18-25, 
1978, regarding the Jonestown incident, including specifically the reported CIA-coded radio 
message sent at approximately 3:30 AM on November 19, 1978, which characterized the 



Jonestown event as a "mass suicide." This request includes the identity of the sender, the 
recipient(s), transmission logs, and any related communications. 

d) Any CIA situation reports, after-action reports, or intelligence assessments produced between 
November 18, 1978, and December 31, 1980, analyzing the Jonestown incident. 

e) Any records referring to CIA file numbers, project names, or code words associated with 
Jonestown operations or investigations, including any index entries, search slips, or other 
administrative records used to organize these files. 

f) Any records indicating CIA awareness of, response to, or internal discussion of media 
coverage of the Jonestown massacre, including press clippings with Agency annotations. 

2. Records Related to Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple (January 1, 1960 - December 31, 
1985): 

a) All CIA files on James Warren "Jim" Jones (DOB: May 13, 1931; DOD: November 18, 1978), 
including: 

 Any records of Jones's recruitment, training, assessment, or involvement as a CIA asset 
or operative 

 Intelligence reports or surveillance of Jones's activities in the United States, Brazil, and 
Guyana 

 Any fingerprint cards, photographs, dental records, or other identification materials used 
to confirm Jones's death 

 Chain of custody documentation for Jones's body and records of forensic analysis 

 Records of Jones's travel to and from Guyana, including any passport information 

b) Records of Jones's interactions with CIA personnel between January 1, 1960, and November 
18, 1978, including but not limited to Dan Mitrione and Richard Dwyer. 

c) Any records of Jones's alleged connections to religious organizations between 1960-1978, 
particularly any communications with or about Jesuit priests such as Fr. Andrew Morrison, S.J., 
or Fr. John P. Mossi, S.J. 

d) Records of the Peoples Temple's activities in the United States (particularly California and 
Indiana) and Guyana between 1960-1985, including: 

 Any CIA surveillance, infiltration, or manipulation of the group 

 Any assessment of the Peoples Temple as part of MKULTRA or successor mind control 
programs 

 Financial transactions or funding sources related to the Peoples Temple or Jonestown 



 Communications intercepted from Jonestown radio operations 

 Any CIA assessment of Peoples Temple as a potential foreign intelligence threat 

e) Records of any CIA awareness of or response to Peoples Temple's alleged contacts with 
foreign governments, including the Soviet Union, Cuba, or North Korea. 

3. Records Related to Key Individuals (Specific Date Ranges Noted): 

a) Richard Dwyer/Dan Mitrione Identity Investigation (January 1, 1960 - December 31, 1990): 

 All records that could confirm or refute the hypothesis that Richard Dwyer and Dan 
Mitrione were the same person, including but not limited to:  

o Complete personnel files for both Richard Dwyer and Dan Mitrione 

o Biometric data including fingerprints, dental records, and medical histories for 
both individuals 

o Photographs of both individuals throughout their careers with metadata and 
authenticity verification 

o Travel records, passport applications, and visa documentation for both individuals 

o Records of Mitrione's reported death in Uruguay in 1970, including confirmation 
protocols, disposition of remains, death certificate verification, and identification 
procedures 

o Records of any CIA protocols for creating new identities for operatives, 
particularly during the 1960s-1970s 

o Any communications mentioning both names in the same document 

 Documents detailing Dwyer's role at Jonestown on November 18, 1978, including:  

o Complete timeline of Dwyer's movements on November 18-19, 1978 

o Communications between Dwyer and CIA headquarters during this period 

o Explanation for Jones's reference to Dwyer on the death tape ("Get Dwyer out of 
here") 

o Clarification of Dwyer's whereabouts during the massacre and his reported 
injuries 

o Any debriefing reports from Dwyer following the incident 

 Comparative analysis of both individuals:  



o Physical appearance discrepancies explaining why Dwyer appeared to be 
approximately 60 years old in 1978 when his official age was 45 

o Voice analysis comparing any available recordings 

o Handwriting samples and analysis 

o Training history and operational methods 

b) Dan Mitrione (January 1, 1960 - December 31, 1990): 

 Complete personnel file for Dan Mitrione 

 All records related to Mitrione's reported death in Uruguay in 1970, including 
confirmation protocols, disposition of remains, and death certificate verification 

 Records of Mitrione's activities in Brazil and Uruguay from 1960-1970 

 Any connections between Mitrione and Jim Jones during Mitrione's time in Brazil 

 Files pertaining to Mitrione's training methods for police forces in Latin America 

 Any records of communication, financial transactions, or sightings related to Mitrione 
from August 1970 (after his reported death) through 1990 

 Any records of CIA internal discussions about media coverage of Mitrione, particularly 
following the release of the film "State of Siege" 

c) The Layton Family (January 1, 1960 - December 31, 1985): 

 Laurence Laird Layton, Sr.: Records of CIA interactions related to his work with the U.S. 
Army's Dugway Proving Ground (chemical weapons research) and the U.S. Navy's 
rocketry fuel program, as well as any surveillance of his financial contributions to 
Jonestown 

 Laurence "Larry" Layton, Jr.: Records of any CIA assessment of his involvement in the 
Port Kaituma airstrip shooting on November 18, 1978, his prosecution, and any CIA 
interest in his legal proceedings through 1985 

 Deborah Layton Blakey: Records of CIA assessment of her defection from the Peoples 
Temple, her claims of "mass suicide drills," and any CIA interactions with her before or 
after the Jonestown incident 

 George Phillip Blakey: Records of any CIA contract work involving Blakey, particularly 
any operations in Angola, his financial role in the Jonestown property acquisition, and his 
activities during the massacre, including any presence with the basketball team in 
Georgetown 



 Any assessments of the Layton family's connections to U.S. intelligence operations or 
personnel 

d) Fr. Andrew Morrison, S.J. (January 1, 1960 - December 31, 1985): 

 Any CIA files on Morrison's activities in Guyana 

 Records of any alleged ties between Morrison and intelligence services 

 Records regarding Morrison's role with the Catholic Standard newspaper 

 Any communications between Morrison and CIA personnel regarding Jonestown 

 Records of CIA monitoring of Morrison's public statements about Jonestown 

e) Colonel William Gordon (January 1, 1970 - December 31, 1985): 

 Records identifying Gordon's role as the U.S. Army's Director of Operations in South 
America 

 Any CIA communications with Gordon regarding his command of the Jonestown body 
recovery mission 

 Records of coordination between Gordon and CIA operatives during the Jonestown 
recovery operation 

 Any after-action reports submitted to or shared with the CIA regarding the body recovery 
mission 

 Records explaining Gordon's selection to lead the Jonestown recovery operation 

f) Congressman Leo Ryan (January 1, 1970 - December 31, 1980): 

 Records of Ryan's involvement with the Hughes-Ryan Amendment and CIA reactions to 
this legislation 

 Any CIA assessment of Ryan's fact-finding trip to Jonestown 

 Records of Ryan's interactions with Richard Dwyer or other CIA personnel in Guyana 

 Any CIA intelligence reports related to Ryan's assassination on November 18, 1978 

 Post-assassination analysis of the impact of Ryan's death on congressional oversight of 
the CIA 

 Records of any CIA threat assessments regarding Ryan prior to his trip to Jonestown 

g) Patricia Ryan (January 1, 1978 - December 31, 1996): 

 Records related to Patricia Ryan's involvement with the Cult Awareness Network (CAN), 
particularly during her tenure as president from 1990-1993 



 Any CIA monitoring, assessment, or interaction with Patricia Ryan in her capacity as 
CAN president 

 Records of CIA interest in or monitoring of the Cult Awareness Network's activities, 
including any CIA infiltration or influence operations 

 Communications regarding Patricia Ryan's public statements about cults, particularly her 
comments during the 1993 Waco siege 

 Any CIA assessments of the relationship between the Cult Awareness Network and 
federal law enforcement agencies 

 Records of any CIA efforts to gather intelligence on or through the Cult Awareness 
Network 

h) Erin Mead Ryan (January 1, 1978 - December 31, 1992): 

 Records of Erin Ryan's employment application to the CIA 

 Any security clearance investigations related to Erin Ryan 

 Communications regarding her employment at the CIA in relation to her father's death 

 Any restrictions placed on her access to Jonestown-related materials during her CIA 
employment 

 Records of any debriefings or interviews with Erin Ryan regarding her father's death or 
Jonestown 

 Personnel records indicating Erin Ryan's positions, assignments, and access to 
information during her CIA employment 

i) Jackie Speier (January 1, 1978 - December 31, 1996): 

 Records of any CIA assessment of Jackie Speier, Leo Ryan's aide who survived the 
Jonestown airstrip shooting 

 Intelligence reports or surveillance related to Speier during her recovery and subsequent 
political career 

 Any CIA evaluation of Speier's public statements about Jonestown in media appearances 
and her book "Undaunted: Surviving Jonestown, Summoning Courage, and Fighting 
Back" 

 Records of communications between CIA personnel and Speier regarding the Jonestown 
incident 

 Information about any CIA awareness of or involvement in Speier's eventual election to 
the congressional seat formerly held by Leo Ryan 



 Records of any CIA monitoring of the relationship between Speier and Erin Ryan (Leo 
Ryan's daughter who worked as Speier's aide) 

 Any CIA threat assessments regarding Speier following the Jonestown incident 

j) Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk (January 1, 1975 - December 31, 1980): 

 Records of any CIA monitoring or assessment of San Francisco Mayor George Moscone 
or Supervisor Harvey Milk related to their connections with Jim Jones or Peoples Temple 

 Intelligence reports regarding Moscone's appointment of Jones to the San Francisco 
Housing Authority 

 Any CIA communications or intelligence regarding the assassinations of Moscone and 
Milk on November 27, 1978 (nine days after the Jonestown massacre) 

 Records analyzing potential connections between the Jonestown massacre and the 
Moscone-Milk assassinations 

 Information on any security concerns regarding Moscone or Milk potentially revealing 
information about Jonestown or CIA activities related to Peoples Temple 

 Records of CIA interest in Moscone's reported opposition to the State Department's plan 
to bury Jonestown victims on-site in Guyana 

 Any records concerning Dan White, their stated assassin, (or any other individuals or 
entities involved in the assassinations) and potential connections to intelligence 
operations 

4. Records Related to Associated Places and Entities (January 1, 1970 - December 31, 
1985): 

a) All records of CIA operations in Guyana from January 1, 1970, to December 31, 1985, 
including: 

 Activities at the U.S. embassy in Georgetown where the CIA station was reportedly 
located 

 Intelligence gathering on the Guyanese government under Forbes Burnham 

 Operational reports from CIA officers stationed in Guyana during this period 

 Any CIA assessment of Guyana's strategic importance in relation to disputed territory 
with Venezuela 

 Records of CIA station chiefs in Guyana during this period 

 Reports on CIA coordination with Guyanese intelligence and security services 



b) Records of CIA operations in the Panama Canal Zone during the 1970s, particularly: 

 Those involving Colonel William Gordon or other personnel connected to the Jonestown 
recovery mission 

 Any CIA facilities, safe houses, or operational bases in the Canal Zone used in relation to 
Guyana operations 

 Training programs or personnel stationed in the Canal Zone with connections to 
Jonestown 

 Records of U.S. Southern Command coordination with CIA regarding Jonestown 

c) Any records linking Jonestown to CIA operations in Angola from 1975-1985, including: 

 References to training of black Brazilian mercenaries or other mercenaries with 
connections to Jonestown 

 Intelligence reports on Peoples Temple members with Angola connections 

 Financial transfers between CIA-backed operations in Angola and entities connected to 
Jonestown 

 Records of CIA assessment of Peoples Temple claims of plans to relocate to Angola 

d) Records of CIA communications with or assessments of Jesuit activities in Guyana from 
1970-1985, including: 

 Communications with Fr. Andrew Morrison, S.J., or other Jesuit priests mentioned in 
connection with Jonestown 

 Intelligence gathered on Jesuit publications or activities in Guyana 

 Any operational coordination with Jesuit personnel in the region 

 Assessment of Catholic Church influence in Guyana as it related to U.S. intelligence 
interests 

e) Records related to the Cult Awareness Network (CAN) from 1978-1996, including: 

 Any CIA monitoring, infiltration, funding, or operational use of the Cult Awareness 
Network 

 CIA assessments of CAN's activities related to Jonestown survivors or information 

 Records of any CIA efforts to influence CAN's public messaging about cults, particularly 
regarding Peoples Temple 

 Communications regarding CAN's eventual bankruptcy and acquisition by Scientology-
related entities in 1996 



 Any CIA concern about CAN's access to or dissemination of sensitive information about 
Jonestown 

 Records of intelligence gathering through CAN on other groups of interest to the Agency 

5. Records Related to the Aftermath and Cover-Up (November 18, 1978 - December 31, 
1990): 

a) All records of CIA involvement in or assessment of the U.S. military's handling of the 
Jonestown bodies, including: 

 Communications regarding the recovery mission led by Colonel William Gordon 

 Intelligence related to the transport of bodies to Dover Air Force Base 

 Any CIA participation in or assessment of the identification process (e.g., fingerprinting, 
forensic reports) 

 Records explaining the week-long delay in recovering bodies from Jonestown 

 Coordination between CIA, State Department, and DOD regarding body recovery 
logistics 

 Records of CIA personnel present during recovery operations 

b) Records of any CIA communications regarding: 

 The decision to limit autopsies of Jonestown victims 

 Any CIA assessment of Dr. Leslie Mootoo's forensic findings regarding injection marks 
and other evidence suggesting homicide rather than suicide 

 Communications between the CIA, U.S. military, and Dover forensic teams regarding the 
handling of Jonestown victims 

 Any contradictory forensic findings and how these were reconciled internally 

 Records explaining the basis for the "mass suicide" narrative despite forensic 
contradictions 

c) Records related to the disposition of Jim Jones's remains, including: 

 Identification procedures used to confirm Jones's identity 

 Chain of custody documentation for Jones's body 

 Any forensic analysis or autopsy records shared with the CIA 

 Photographs or other documentation of Jones's body at the recovery site or during 
processing 



 Records explaining cremation decisions and any Agency input on this matter 

 Verification protocols used to confirm Jones's identity 

d) Any records of CIA investigations or internal reviews of the Jonestown massacre from 1978-
1990, including: 

 Any explanation for the CIA's claim that its file on Jim Jones was "virtually empty" 
despite evidence of Agency interest 

 Any "lessons learned" documents or internal assessments of the Jonestown incident 

 Records reflecting CIA involvement in shaping the public narrative about Jonestown 

 Internal CIA analyses of the strategic implications of the Jonestown incident 

 After-action reports analyzing intelligence failures or successes related to Jonestown 

e) All records related to the lawsuit filed by Leo Ryan's children (Christopher, Shannon, Patricia, 
Kevin, and Erin Ryan) against the United States government (Civil No. 80-3137, Northern 
District of California, filed July 31, 1980), including: 

 Internal CIA assessments of the allegations in the lawsuit 

 Communications between the CIA and Department of Justice regarding the lawsuit 

 Records explaining the basis for the dismissal of the lawsuit 

 Any investigations prompted by the allegations in the lawsuit regarding CIA presence at 
Jonestown 

 CIA responses to specific allegations in the lawsuit regarding:  

o Phillip Blakely's alleged role as a CIA operative 

o CIA mind control experiments at Jonestown 

o Richard Dwyer's alleged CIA status and role in the events of November 18, 1978 

 CIA preparations for potential discovery or testimony in the case 

 Assessment of potential national security implications from lawsuit disclosures 

f) Records of communications between the CIA and military/FBI regarding media coverage 
control of the Jonestown incident, including any talking points, public affairs guidance, or media 
management strategies developed to shape the public narrative. 

g) Information regarding any Jonestown-related records destroyed under routine retention 
policies, including: 

 Records disposition schedules applicable to Jonestown materials 



 Destruction certificates or logs for any destroyed Jonestown-related records 

 Any exemptions from normal destruction policies for Jonestown materials 

 Justifications for any expedited destruction of Jonestown-related records 

 Names and positions of officials who authorized destruction of any Jonestown records 

h) Records related to any security classifications or reclassifications of Jonestown-related 
material, including: 

 Any changes to classification levels of Jonestown records since 1978 

 Records explaining the basis for continued classification of any Jonestown materials 

 Any Mandatory Declassification Review (MDR) decisions regarding Jonestown records 

 Internal discussions about the public interest in declassification vs. national security 
concerns 

i) Records of any CIA studies, comparisons, or analyses that examine Jonestown in relation to 
other covert operations, psychological warfare programs, or controlled population incidents, 
whether domestic or international. 

j) Records of any CIA communications regarding media management, public narrative control, 
or coordination with other agencies to establish consistent messaging about the Jonestown 
incident, including any internal discussions about what information should or should not be 
disclosed to the public, Congress, or other government entities. 

6. Previous FOIA Requests and Processing Records: 

a) Copies of all previous FOIA requests submitted to the CIA regarding Jonestown, Jim Jones, 
the Peoples Temple, Richard Dwyer, or Dan Mitrione, along with all processing notes, search 
slips, and correspondence related to those requests. 

b) Any indices, finding aids, or other search tools used by the CIA to locate records responsive to 
requests about Jonestown or related subjects. 

c) Records of any Mandatory Declassification Review requests pertaining to Jonestown and the 
individuals named in this request. 

d) Documentation of the search methodology used by the CIA to locate Jonestown-related 
records in response to previous FOIA requests, including: 

 Names of databases, indices, or filing systems searched 

 Search terms or parameters used 

 Components or directorates tasked with conducting searches 



 Any limitations or restrictions placed on previous searches 

e) Records of any referrals of Jonestown-related materials to other agencies, and any 
communications regarding the coordination of responses to Jonestown-related FOIA requests. 

Recommended Search Terms 

To facilitate a comprehensive search for responsive records, I suggest the CIA include the 
following search terms in addition to the obvious names and subjects: 

 "Jonestown" + "Guyana" 

 "Peoples Temple" + "Jones" 

 "Project MKULTRA" + "Jonestown" 

 "White Night" (code for suicide drills at Jonestown) 

 "Dwyer" + "Ryan" + "Guyana" 

 "Gordon" + "body recovery" + "Guyana" 

 "Ryan" + "assassination" + "Jonestown" 

 "Dover" + "Jonestown" + "bodies" 

 "Mitrione" + "Jones" + "Brazil" 

 "Cult Awareness Network" + "Patricia Ryan" 

 "Operation" + "Jonestown" 

 "Burnham" + "Jonestown" + "Guyana" 

 "Angola" + "Peoples Temple" 

 "San Francisco" + "Jones" + "Moscone" 

 "Soviet" + "Jonestown" + "Guyana" 

 "Operation CHAOS" + "Jonestown" (CIA domestic surveillance program) 

 "MHCHAOS" + "Peoples Temple" (Cryptonym for Operation CHAOS) 

 "MKNAOMI" + "Guyana" (Biological weapons program) 

Request for Multi-Track Processing and Interim Releases 

I request that this FOIA request be placed on multi-track processing, with priority given to those 
portions that can be processed more quickly. Given the breadth of this request, I strongly 
emphasize our desire for rolling or interim releases of records as they become available rather 
than waiting for complete processing of all responsive records. Such an approach would better 



serve the public interest by allowing timely access to portions of these historically significant 
records while more sensitive materials undergo necessary review. Initial priority should be given 
to: 

1. Records related to Richard Dwyer's role at Jonestown on November 18, 1978 

2. The CIA-coded radio message sent at 3:30 AM on November 19, 1978 

3. Records of Colonel William Gordon's body recovery mission 

4. Records related to Congressman Leo Ryan's assassination 

5. Records related to the lawsuit filed by Leo Ryan's children (Civil No. 80-3137) 

Request for Mandatory Declassification Review 

For any classified responsive records, I request a Mandatory Declassification Review pursuant to 
Executive Order 13526, particularly for records that are over 25 years old. Given that most of the 
requested records pertain to events that occurred over 45 years ago, I assert that the public 
interest in disclosure outweighs any continued need for classification. 

I note that under current declassification guidelines, information over 25 years old should be 
automatically declassified unless it meets specific exemption criteria. For any materials withheld 
under such exemptions, I request a specific explanation of which exemption criteria apply and 
why the exemption outweighs the strong public interest in disclosure. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

I request expedited processing of this request under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E), as there is a 
compelling need for these records based on the following factors: 

1. Historical significance: The Jonestown massacre resulted in the deaths of 914 individuals, 
including approximately 304 children, marking one of the largest losses of American 
civilian lives in a deliberate act prior to September 11, 2001. 

2. Congressional interest: The death of Congressman Leo Ryan -- the only U.S. 
Congressman killed in the line of duty during the Jonestown events -- provides an 
additional basis for expedited public interest. Recent congressional acknowledgments of 
historical CIA activities, such as those revealed in the Church Committee investigations, 
support the timeliness of this request. 

3. Evidence of potential wrongdoing: The failure to fully investigate the nature of these 
deaths, potentially due to government agency involvement, represents an ongoing 
injustice. The lawsuit filed by Leo Ryan's children (Civil No. 80-3137) contained specific 
allegations of CIA involvement at Jonestown that have never been fully addressed in the 
public record. 



4. Media interest: I am conducting research for publication, and the information sought will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of historic government operations that 
remain relevant to current discussions of intelligence oversight. Recent documentaries 
and news features on Jonestown demonstrate ongoing public interest in this historical 
event. 

5. Recent precedent: The successful release of previously classified JFK assassination 
records demonstrates that historical intelligence records can be released when public 
interest outweighs continued classification. Like the JFK records, the Jonestown records 
relate to events that occurred decades ago but continue to be of significant historical 
interest and importance to understanding government operations during the Cold War era. 

6. Relevant legal precedent: Several court decisions support expedited processing in this 
case:  

a. Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington v. Department of 
Homeland Security, 527 F.Supp.2d 76 (D.D.C. 2007), which established that 
historical records relating to potential government influence or misconduct are 
subject to FOIA disclosure when they serve the public interest in understanding 
government operations.  

b. ACLU v. Department of Defense, 339 F.Supp.2d 501, 504 (S.D.N.Y. 2004), 
where the court ordered expedited processing of documents related to potential 
government misconduct, recognizing that when records concerning potential 
government wrongdoing are "matters of significant public interest," delays in 
disclosure "show[] an indifference to the commands of FOIA, and fail[] to afford 
accountability of government that the act requires." 

c. Electronic Privacy Information Center v. Department of Justice, 416 F.Supp.2d 
30 (D.D.C. 2006), where the court found that records related to potential 
government overreach qualified for expedited processing due to significant public 
interest in understanding the scope of government actions.  

d. Leadership Conference on Civil Rights v. Gonzales, 404 F.Supp.2d 246 
(D.D.C. 2005), which recognized that records relating to potential historical 
violations of civil rights warranted expedited treatment given their significance to 
understanding government conduct.  

e. McGehee v. CIA, 697 F.2d 1095 (D.C. Cir. 1983): Court ordered CIA to release 
records related to Jonestown, establishing that FOIA requests on this topic serve 
significant public interest. 

7. Statutory compliance: Under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II), there is "urgency to inform 
the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity" regarding these 



historical events that continue to have relevance to current public discussions of 
intelligence oversight, government transparency, and accountability for past actions. 

The release of these records is essential to bring dignity and justice to the victims and their 
families, especially given the historical significance of this event and the public's right to know 
the truth. 

Fee Waiver Request 

I request a waiver of all fees associated with this request under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii), as 
the disclosure of these records is in the public interest and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. Specifically: 

1. The information sought will contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities by: 

o Revealing the extent of CIA knowledge about and potential involvement in the 
Jonestown tragedy 

o Shedding light on CIA operations in Latin America and the Caribbean during the 
Cold War 

o Providing insight into how intelligence agencies interacted with religious 
organizations 

o Clarifying the role of U.S. government agencies in the aftermath of the Jonestown 
massacre 

o Furthering public understanding of intelligence oversight during this critical 
period 

2. I am researching this topic for educational purposes and will share findings through 
public channels including on the website SpirituallySmart.com and other online platforms 
focused on government transparency and accountability. Thomas Richards welcomes 
collaboration with other researchers to help disseminate this information. 

3. The request concerns operations that occurred 45+ years ago, and disclosure would 
primarily serve historical clarification rather than compromise current operations. 

4. The release would serve scholars, journalists, policymakers, and the general public by 
enhancing understanding of a significant historical event with ongoing relevance to 
current intelligence oversight debates. 

Should you deny my request for a fee waiver, please notify me of the estimated costs before 
proceeding. I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request, not to 
exceed $250.00. If you expect the fees to exceed this amount, please contact me for 
authorization. 



Request for Certification of a Complete and Adequate Search 

I request that the CIA provide a certification that it has conducted a reasonable search for all 
responsive records, including: 

1. A description of the search methodology used to locate responsive records 

2. The names of all systems of records, indices, and databases searched 

3. The search terms or parameters used in each system 

4. A list of Agency components tasked with conducting searches 

5. Confirmation that both electronic and paper records systems were searched 

6. Any limitations or restrictions placed on the search 

Request for Preservation of Records 

I formally request that the CIA preserve all records that may be responsive to this request, even if 
they might potentially be subject to exemptions. This includes preservation of all metadata, 
finding aids, indices, and administrative records associated with these files. Given the historical 
significance of these records and the public interest in their eventual release, preservation is 
essential even if full disclosure may be limited at present. 

Format and Delivery 

I request that the records be provided in electronic format (PDF preferred) via email to 
LWR@lwrlawoffices.com or, if electronic delivery is not possible, on a CD-ROM or USB drive 
sent to the address above. For any records withheld, partially or completely, please provide: 

1. A detailed explanation of the exemptions claimed 

2. The specific FOIA exemption(s) being applied 

3. A Vaughn index listing each document withheld, in whole or in part 

4. The approximate number of pages withheld 

5. The date range of the withheld documents 

6. For redacted materials, indicate the specific location of redacted content on each page 

7. For digital files, please include all associated metadata, including but not limited to 
creation dates, modification dates, author information, and file properties that may 
provide context for the record’s creation and use. 

Privacy Waivers and Administrative Appeal Rights 



If the CIA withholds materials due to privacy concerns regarding living individuals mentioned in 
this request, please identify those individuals so we can determine whether obtaining privacy 
waivers is feasible.  

We recognize that in many cases, this may not be possible, but we are committed to pursuing all 
reasonable avenues to gain access to these historically significant records. We request explicit 
acknowledgment of our right to administratively appeal any denial or partial denial of this 
request, along with instructions for filing such an appeal if necessary. 

We note that for deceased individuals named in this request, Privacy Act protections no longer 
apply, and their records should be processed solely under FOIA. 

Contact Information 

For matters regarding this request, please contact either: 

Legal Representative 

 Lisa W. Richards, Esq. 

 Phone: (202) 981-2059 

 Email: LWR@lwrlawoffices.com 

 Mailing Address: 11166 Fairfax Blvd. Suite 500 #1344 Fairfax, VA 22030 

Researcher 

 Thomas Richards 

 Email: email@spirituallysmart.com 

 Website: SpirituallySmart.com 

If you have any questions or require clarification to process this request more efficiently, please 
don't hesitate to contact either of us. 

Conclusion 

While we recognize the volume of FOIA requests your office processes, the historical 
significance of these records and their critical importance to public understanding of this tragedy 
necessitates prioritized treatment. These documents relate to the deaths of 914 American citizens, 
including 304 children, and the assassination of a U.S. Congressman--matters of profound public 
interest that have remained inadequately explained for over 45 years.  

We remind the Agency of its legal obligations under FOIA to release all responsive records that 
do not fall under narrowly-defined exemptions, particularly given the age of these materials and 
the significant public interest in government transparency regarding Jonestown. The victims of 



this tragedy, especially the children, deserve justice, dignity, and historical truth. We expect your 
response within the statutory 20 business days, as required by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i). 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Weingarten Richards, Esq.  
Virginia Bar #96671  
LWR Law Offices 

Appendix A: Timeline of Key Events Related to Jonestown 

 1960-1965: Jim Jones establishes Peoples Temple in Indianapolis, Indiana 

 1965: Dan Mitrione begins work in Brazil as Office of Public Safety advisor 

 1970: Dan Mitrione reportedly killed in Uruguay 

 1974: Peoples Temple begins establishing Jonestown settlement in Guyana 

 1977: Jones relocates permanently to Jonestown 

 May 1978: Deborah Layton Blakey defects from Peoples Temple, warns of mass suicide 
plans 

 November 1, 1978: Congressman Leo Ryan announces plans to visit Jonestown 

 November 14-17, 1978: Ryan's delegation travels to Guyana 

 November 17, 1978: Ryan's delegation arrives in Jonestown 

 November 18, 1978:  

o Morning: Ryan and delegation interview Jonestown residents 

o Afternoon: Ryan shot and killed at Port Kaituma airstrip; multiple others wounded 
including Jackie Speier 

o Evening: Mass deaths at Jonestown begin 

 November 19, 1978: 3:30 AM alleged CIA radio message reporting "mass suicide" 

 November 20-25, 1978: U.S. military recovery operation begins 

 November 27, 1978: San Francisco Mayor Moscone and Supervisor Milk assassinated 

 1980: Ryan's children file lawsuit against U.S. government (Civil No. 80-3137) 

 1990-1993: Patricia Ryan serves as president of Cult Awareness Network 

 


